A 30-year Perspective on the Deutsoh-Englische Gesellsehaft

Many of our members did not experience the beginnings of the Deutsch-Englische
Gesellschaft and the circumstances under which it came into being.

One must switch one's mind back to the 12 years of Hitlerian domination and
the war, a situation of isolation in which we were completely cut off from the

 outside world, with the stigma of the crimes committed in our name. How
would it be possible to re-establish contact with other countries? How could
one prove that there had been many Germans who had to live through all these
years inwardly resisting Hitler, and who desired after the complete collapse in
1945 to devote their entire energy to the building of a new state.

In the PBritish Zone, Professor Sir Robert Birley, educational advisor to the
military government, knew Germany from the 1920's and 1930's. He gathered
around him those wishing to work for reconstruction in order to discuss with
them the process of development of a democracy. He invited these people to
his home for weekend talks, and in the name of the British government also to
long visits to Great Britain so that they could learn how a democracy is
structured and how it functions.

During these visits, an unexpected degree of. understanding was shown for us.
It was not an easy situation, either for us Germans with our burden of guilt or
for our English hosts, many of whom were still under the influence of the war
and the "Hitler syndrome".
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As a result of these encounters with British fam‘:lic;{. there also arose a spon-
tancous necd to make a contibution to political understanding on our part.
Our generation had experienced two wars which could not be prevented by the
Germans' belief that they knew Shakespeare better than the British, while the
British considered Goethe as one of their own. Our generation became aware
that understanding among individuals and between peoples could develop only
through personal contact,
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This was the background against whichga rouphnf_tseven individuals in
a
Diisseldorf founded the Deutsoh-Englisch:‘}

in 1949 as a private
institution for responsible and committed citizens.












